
A  “long, cold, wet winter” was how I heard this winter de-

scribed on the radio recently and that was a very good de-

scription indeed.  All that snow we were warned to prepare for never 

came to this part of the world and even where snow did fall locally 

there was very little of it.  However, the cold weather has kept my 

bees inside for most of the time, they have only ventured out at about 

mid-day for very short flights indeed.  That’s not a bad thing at this 

time of the year, for there’s every danger of (over) enthusiastic bee-

keepers trying to open hives long before they should.  I still like to 

relate to our long lost feral colonies where they had no help from man 

at all, yet for the most part, they managed to sur-

vive some of the harshest of winters, create mas-

sive brood nests each summer and swarm every 

year.  It is true of course that the flora visited by 

our bees, particularly early in the year, is very dif-

ferent from that of only 30 or so years ago.  That is 

demonstrated by the fact that a field of oil seed rape 

is already (1st March) beginning to flower just a 

couple of miles from here, but I doubt if there’s a 

bee colony ready for it yet.  All those years ago 

bees never had such high yielding crops available 

so early in the year, but that crop is unlikely to 

benefit from the pollination efforts of our bees, 

there’s simply insufficient of them.  So do what 

beekeepers of old did at times like this and wait for 

your bees to tell you they are ready to be opened up 

and cleaned out.  If the weather turns mild give 

them a clean floor, throw out any old, stale, useless 

comb and if they've not a lot of food, feed them. 

D espite the winter weather for our February 

meeting there was a good turnout of mem-

bers willing to brave the elements and learn some-

thing of extracting and preparing honey from the 

comb to the jar.  I have received the following 

comments from our Secretary, Ian Brown: 
"It was a dark miserable evening, cold and damp, 
but fortunately Lingfield Country Centre was warm 
and welcoming.  Twentyone members attended 
plus one potential member Richie Costello.  With a 
great deal of struggling, John Law and his helper 
brought in all the apparatus belonging to Bryan 
(Where does he store it all; he must have a Tardis)  
Bryan described how he tackles honey extraction.  
Firstly with a home made warming cabinet, using 
electric light bulbs as the source of heat, thermo-
stats and different wattage bulbs.   He makes it 
seem all so simple, but you know before he 
reached this stage a lot of hard work and thought 
had gone into it.  It's his engineering back ground.  
Then the piece de resistance was his transforming 
of a spin drier into an electric honey extractor, 
which he uses for extracting heather honey.  He 
even showed us how he tackles the menial tasks of 

uncapping and filtering.  I stood up to thank Bryan 
but the audience beat me to it with their applause.  A 
good evening rounded off with coffee and biscuits 
supplied by Kevin " 

B y now you will all have received the New 

Varroa Handbook.  Read and digest it thor-

oughly for you must remember that Varroa has not 

gone away, in fact there’s considerable evidence that 

we are only now beginning to feel the real affects of 

it.  Having had several years of simple, easy treat-

ment with Bayvarol and Apistan when we were able 

to hold the mite at bay with little problem, we are 

now finding that those treatments are no longer 

working.  Colonies are once again being lost and the 

mite is to blame, for it is bringing with it various vi-

ruses that are perhaps more damaging than the mite 

itself.  Since Apistan And Bayvarol are failing to kill 

mites any more we must try alternative methods.  

The New Varroa Handbook has several suggestions 

of what you should do and you must make up your 

own minds as to which you wish to use.  So I reiter-

ate, read and digest it and decide what you are going 

to do well before your bees are found to be suffering 

or even dying out.  Remember, ‘leave alone beekeep-

ing’ is no longer viable. 

F or our beginners, can I again remind you of 

the class being run by our very own Rob  

Andrews this summer.  It’s as follows: 

A weekend course will be held at  

“Nature’s World” Middlesbrough 

on Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th June 2006, 

10.00am to 3.30pm  

Cost £25-00. Inc Tea/Coffee/Biscuits. 

Weather permitting there will be an opportunity for  

‘Hands on’ work with the bees at Natures World  

There is ample free parking and a  

good café on site for lunch. 

For further details contact, 

Rob Andrews on 01642 781639 or Nature’s World 

on 01642 594895 or robandrews@tesco.net 
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N o one has yet indicated their wish to go on 

the proposed trip to Thornes on the 8th of 

July.  To make the visit viable we must have all 15 

seats filled.  If you wish to go please send your 

£5-00 deposit to Philip urgently.  The coach com-

pany tell me that Saturdays in July are booked up 

early and they must know soon one way or the 

other. 

W e have a reminder from Wharfdale BKA 

regarding the Spring Field Day which they 

are hosting this year.  It will be held within the Duke 

of Devonshire’s Bolton Abbey Estate on Saturday 

the 3rd of June.  The theme is to be ‘Education and 

Looking to the Future’ and is aimed particularly at 

young people and beginners.  There will be two 

young speakers.  Ceri, the reigning World Honey 

Queen who runs her own smallholding and cheese 

making unit and also has experience in teaching, and 

Richard Jefferson our very own Alan’s grandson.  

More mature speakers will be Bill Cadmore and 

Philip Askham.  It is said that the cost “will be mod-

est”, and at about £5-00 (“definitely not more than 

£7-00”) including a buffet tea is not too bad.  Car 

parking will be £3-50 but that includes access to 

other picnic areas and Strid Wood walks. 

I  have received the following message from Sal 

Mancina; 
“I've had an email from someone wanting to buy 
honey and wax for soap making. 
Lynne lives in Middlesbrough. Can anyone help 
please?  Perhaps you could contact her directly 
on the email address below the text, 
crystalynneuk@yahoo.co.uk 

 

F ebruary the 13th—19th was National Honey 

Week this year but I wonder how many of you 

noticed all the publicity about it?  I didn't see anything 

at all in any super market.  National Honey Week is 

sponsored by the Honey Association and this year was 

their 8th.  Their web-page says (it)  
“will play homage to everything that’s great about 

honey; from its role as a libido booster and a delicious 
healthy alternative to sugar, to its accompaniment to 
many breakfast choices, and a natural antiseptic for 
cuts and grazes. 
To celebrate National Honey Week, we’ve pulled to-
gether ten quick and easy ways to include honey in your 
daily diet.   
1, Just spread on piping hot toast - be as gener-
ous as you like!  
2, Add to porridge to supply central heating when 

the weather starts to cool.  
3, Natural yoghurt is a healthy start, but can be 
turned into a real treat with a teaspoon of runny honey 
stirred in. 
4, Keep your fruit intake up by making a smoothie, 
using whatever fruit you choose, some orange juice or 
milk and a good dollop of honey – it will keep you going 
until lunchtime.  
5, Fresh bread, sliced and buttered with a layer of 
beautiful set honey - a simple sandwich that is delicious 
and quick anytime, especially if you're on the run.  
6, For a tried and trusted drink to soothe your cold, 
put a good teaspoon of honey in a mug, add a slice of 
lemon with a clove or two, top up with boiling water and 
drink.  
7, Using honey in your tea or coffee is a great alter-
native to sugar – honey is sweeter than sugar so you 
need to use less, and it's lower in calories too.  
8, For a sauce that's not a sauce, top ice cream with 
honey - a scrummy extra that's no effort.  
9, To make a speedy pudding, just slice up a ba-
nana and drizzle with honey.  
10, When you’re in need of an instant boost to your 
energy levels, a simple teaspoon of honey on its own is 
just the ticket!”  
To find out more visit www.honeyassociation.com  
You now have a list of reasons to get your friends 

to buy honey and maybe even take up beekeeping. 

T he YBKA annual Conference at Bishop Burton 

Agricultural College is scheduled for the 29th of 

April this year.  Speakers for the days event are: Dr. 

Susan Colbey from the USA; Norman Walsh and Phil-

lip Cunningham.  Tickets cost £20 inclusive of meal and 

are available from Dudley Gue. Tel: 01482 881288 or 

alternativley email :dudley&helga@tyes.karoo.co.uk  
 

A nother beginners Beekeeping Course starts at 

Houghall College, Durham on the first Thurs-

day in May 2006.  For information as to enrolment 

please contact either George Eames, who is Durham's 

Secretary, 23 Lancashire Drive, Belmont. Durham DH1 

2DE. or telephone 0191-334573 before 12noon. – or 

Trevor Green, the apiary manager and course tutor, 9a, 

High Street, High Shincliffe, Durham, DH1 2PN, Tel 

0191-3868851.  This course is run entirely through and 

by Durham BKA.  It is also FREE to Members of 

Cleveland BKA who are most welcome to join 
 

Kindest regards to you all, 

------------------------------------------------------------| |----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Secretary; Ian Brown, 48, Thames Avenue, Guisborough, TS14 8AF.   Tel: 01287 632851 

Meetings held, from September to April, in Lingfield Farm, Countryside Centre, Middlesbrough, on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7.15pm 

Newcomer’s are welcome. 
 

BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES 
Allan, Tony & Richard Jefferson; 

Tel. 01947 840723 or Tel/Fax 01947 893811 
Email:- tony@stoneleabees.wanadoo.co.uk 

Stonelea Apiaries, 1, Dalehouse Bank, Staithes, 
Cleveland. TS13 5AN. 

Suppliers of all beekeeping equipment. 
Honey bought and sold. 

Consciousness: that annoying 
time between naps  

John R. Allen 
LONGNEWTON GRANGE BEEKEEPERS SUPPLIES 
THE GRANGE, Phone:  01642 585896 

BACK LANE, Fax: 01642 585896 

LONGNEWTON, Home: 01642582460 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES. TS21 1BN Mobile: 07814 576785 

EMAIL: beekeepingsupplies@longnewton.fsworld.co.uk 

 

bryan@hateley.me.uk 


