
Well there’s a surprise, a mid-summer Newsletter.  I sometimes feel there 

should be newsletters each month throughout the year, it’s just finding the 

time to produce them that’s the problem.  Our summers are short enough to 

get all the beekeeping tasks done that we would like to do without adding to 

the pleasure of yet another one.  But it does look as though, at long last, the 

summer may be about to commence.  This week end (today is June 2nd) is 

forecast as the warmest yet so our bees may, at last, be able to get out and do 

something useful.  It’s ironic for we have been on holiday in the Norfolk 

area where water is in desperately short supply, yet this area is overflowing 

with the stuff and our bees have been confined to their hives for days.  It’s 

even more ironic that there are reliable networks enabling us to switch on 

the lights anywhere in the country for there’s no shortage of electricity, that we can cook by gas anywhere for 

there’s no shortage of that either, both of which man lived without for centuries, yet water, the basic requirement of 

life for everyone, has no such comprehensive network.  Priorities are all wrong somewhere. 

No I’ll not go on any more for that’s not the reason for this Newsletter.  It is to remind you all that we are only 

about six/seven weeks away from the Cleveland Show.  The date of the Show is Saturday the 22nd of July and 

you are all asked to have a go this year.  You saw recently how to prepare honey for sale, and honey for sale must 

be of show quality.  So if you are selling it you must have some that can be entered into the show.  We are looking 

forward to a bumper entry this year so please help to make it the best Show year yet.  Please contact Dorothy 

Mathews on 01325 483219, or Email her at [dorothy.mathews1@ntlworld.com] for a copy of the Show Schedule.  

But not only are we looking forward to you entering the Cleveland Show but, Cleveland Beekeepers could help 

considerably to put our Association on the map by supporting the Stokesley Show in September. 

A typical Schedule for each show is given below: 

Cleveland Show. 

Open Classes, Entry 25p per entry for up to 10, 

   entries over 10 are free. 

Class: 

1, Observation Hive Suitably stocked with bees,

 queen and brood.  To be of educational value. 

2, 2 1lb jars of Light Honey 

3, 2 1lb jars of Medium or Light Honey 

4, 2 1lb jars of Heather Honey, (non granulated) 

5, 2 1lb jars of Granulated or Soft Set Honey 

6, 2 1lb jars of Chunk Honey 

7, One Frame of Honey (Brood or Super) 

8, 2 Sections of Honey 

9, 2 Plastic packs of Cut Comb (approx 8/12 oz) 

10, Cake of Beeswax (not less than 8oz) 

11, Bottle of mead, Sweet 

12, Bottle of Mead, Dry 

13, Plain Honey Cake 

14, A ‘Honey Bee Display’ 

Novice Classes, reserved for exhibitors who have 

never won a First Prize at an Open Honey Show. 

Class: 

15, 1lb Jar of Extracted Honey (non granulated) 

16, 1lb Jar of Granulated or Soft Set Honey. 
 

Further information is included in the Official 

Show Schedule obtainable from Dorothy. 

Help is also required on the day, even 1/2 a day is 

helpful and it gives you free entry to the show. 
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Stokesley Show 

 

Note,  Exhibitors are limited to a maximum of  three 

entries per exhibitor in each class. 

 

Class 1, One Cake of Beeswax, 

    not less than 200g (1/2 lb) 

Class 2, One Frame of Comb Honey, 

   deep or shallow 

Class 3, 2 1lb Jars Extracted Light Honey 

Class 4, 2 1lb Jars Extracted Heather Honey 

Class 5, 2 1lb Jars Granulated Honey 

Class 6, 2 1lb Jars Medium or Dark Honey 

Class 7, 2 1lb Sections of Comb of Heather or  

   Flower Honey 

Class 8, Cut Comb of Honey, 200g (1/2lb), in  

   plastic cut comb container with clear lid. 

 

Class 17, Bottle of Mead, sweet or dry, not less  

   than 1pt. 

Note that at Stokesley the Mead is judged by the 

Wine Judges and not by the Honey Judge. 

 

Note too that entries must be submitted at least 3 

weeks in advance of the show date.  Copies of the 

Show Schedule may be obtained from : 

Mrs J Hugill, Manor House Farm, Great Busby, 

Stokesley. TS9 7AT.  Phone, 01642 712541 



 Do note that the above is only basic information, that much more is included in the Official Schedules 

both of which are readily obtainable. 

There must be at least one class in those two lists that every member who has extracted honey recently 

could enter, and both shows are in need of your support.  Cleveland and Whitby Beekeepers are the princi-

pal beekeeping Associations in the area and in the past many members have supported both shows.  I feel 

sure we should endeavour to renew that support.  Please try to put at least one entry into each of them. 

Do remember that the Cleveland and Stokesley Shows are our Shop Windows where members of the pub-

lic see us, very often, for the first time.  It’s a definite chance to increase the number of beekeepers in each 

Association and an opportunity to introduce members of the public to the delights of honey also for the 

first time. 

 

 An additional News item is that your Committee has considered two suggestions from Rob Andrews: 
 

1,  That we should apply to the Lottery Commission for funds to purchase such things as bee suits and  

  other equipment to help New Members.  The Committee agreed with Rob and a working party was  

  formed to look into CBKA applying for a Lottery grant.  It’s early days for we have not yet passed  

  the form filling stages, and they take some effort to both understand and to complete. 

  Our education programme would also benefit from an up-to-date projector. 
 

2,  That CBKA should have a permanent apiary, on a safe site surrounded by a strong fence.  Such  

  a site could be used as a teaching apiary.  A possible site may be found at the Leisure Farm at   

  Coulby Newham.  Some members of your Committee have visited the site and were favourably im 

  pressed. 

Many details of both proposals have yet to be settled, but you will be informed of the outcome in the near 

future. 

The Committee agreed with Rob and a working party was formed to look into CBKA applying for a Lot-

tery grant.  Arrangements are also in hand to request the Leisure Farm to modify the access to the site. 

The working party volunteers are Sal Mancina, Dorothy Mathews, Rob Andrews and Philip Staniland. 

If any member of CBKA has any views they wish to raise on the above matters please let Ian Brown know 

in writing or Email. 

 

We have received information that BBKA are asking for an increase in our capitation fee.  The reason 

given is that BBKA Membership is increasing and they will have to employ extra part time office staff to 

manage the new work load.  Our Treasurer will consider this and report back. 

 

 

 May your bees serve you well this summer. 

 

Kindest regards, 
 

 
 

bryan@hateley.me.uk 
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BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES 
Allan, Tony & Richard Jefferson; 

Tel. 01947 840723 or Tel/Fax 01947 893811 
Email:- tony@stoneleabees.wanadoo.co.uk 
Stonelea Apiaries, 1, Dalehouse Bank, Staithes, 

Cleveland. TS13 5AN. 
Suppliers of all beekeeping equipment. 

Honey bought and sold. 

John R. Allen 

LONGNEWTON GRANGE BEEKEEPERS SUPPLIES 
THE GRANGE, Phone:  01642 585896 

BACK LANE, Fax: 01642 585896 

LONGNEWTON, Home: 01642582460 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES. TS21 1BN Mobile: 07814 576785 

EMAIL: beekeepingsupplies@longnewton.fsworld.co.uk 

A friend is someone who is 

always afraid of letting you 

down but never does. 


