
I  have the following note from Ian Brown, our Secretary:- 
“A meeting was held with Durham BKA to finalise and formalise 
our affiliation, the arrangements for which had been verbal up to 

that time.  We met at Hardwick Hall on Monday 17th.January. 
Durham BKA members there were Ian Copinger President, George 
Eames Secretary and Sue Drea Treasurer.  Present from Cleveland 
BKA were Ian Brown Secretary and Philip Staniland Treasurer. 
We soon found out that DBKA were an informal association; their 
programme of events were usually made up as they went along, 
committee meetings were held in a members home on a Sunday eve-
ning other wise meetings were held at Houghall College.  Their news 

letter is issued quarterly. 
Their financial year ends 30th. September, this ties 
in with BBKA and we propose that we should fol-
low suit.  Our affiliation fee will be £20 p.a.( a sav-
ing of £100) this was paid on the evening, thus 
completing our affiliation. 
DBKA run a ten week beginners training course at 
Houghall College which is free to members. 
George Eames said that if I send to him the names 
of new members who have paid their full subscrip-
tion, he will see that their names are sent to BBKA 
to be registered. 
I gave George the last two issues of our news let-
ter, he was very impressed and asked to be put on 
our mailing list, which I agreed and asked for recip-
rocation, which he has already done. 
DBKA are not affiliated with Weardale BKA.  DBKA 
have about 63 members therefore we will have a 
combined total membership of just over 100. 
DBKA are not a registered charity.  Capitation fees 
are not required by DBKA until mid September.” 
So we are now formally part of the Durham Bee-

keeper’s Association.  We look forward to a long 

and close association with them. 

I  see that this year’s Chinese New Year is the 

Year of the Dog and that celebrations go on 

for 15days.  I am not sure where the celebrations 

take place but if they are outside at this time they 

are going to be a little chilly.  ‘Why the dog you 

may ask’ and I understand it is because of their 

Diligence and Loyalty.  I wonder if there is ever a 

Year of the Bee?  Diligence & Loyalty was cer-

tainly two of the attributes my dog possessed but 

could it be applied to our bees too.  Diligence is 

defined as ‘assiduous, industrious; attentive to 
one’s duties, prosecuted with activity and persever-
ance’, while loyalty is ‘faithful allegiance to the 
legitimate monarch or government of one’s coun-
try’.  I thought that defines our bees admirably.  So 

if there ever is a Year of the Bee it will be interest-

ing to read what qualities are attributed to them. 

I an Brown tells me he has collected enough sub-

scribers to earn the generous discount for the 

Beekeepers Quarterly magazine.  If any more mem-

ber still wish to subscribe will they send a cheque for 

£14-00 to Ian. 

E nclosed with this Newsletter you will find an 

application form for the proposed trip to 

Thornes at Wragby in July on their Open Day.  Any-

one wishing to go please return the form along with a 

deposit of £5-00 per person to our Treasurer as soon 

as possible so that we can make a positive commit-

ment to the coach company—they ask us to book 

early for Saturdays in July are a very busy time of 

the year for them.  The last date for receipt of book-

ings will be the 14th of April and final arrangements 

will be announced in the April Newsletter.  Thornes 

Open Day is also a ‘Sale Day’ and there should be an 

opportunity to obtain that long wished for some-

thing-or-other that you have always wanted but never 

got ‘roundtuit.’ 

I  have received the following report on last 

months meeting from our Secretary, Ian 

Brown; 
"At our last meeting, the subject of the evening 
was ‘members’ discussion on Varroa and how 
we deal with it."  Unfortunately we did not realise 
the emphasis was on ‘we’.  Bryan opened the 
discussion and then sat down to give us all a 
chance to say our piece-but no one took over.  
Roger asked him to carry on which he did gal-
lantly even though he hadn't prepared to speak 
longer than five minutes.  During the course of 
the evening members did join in with their views , 
so in the end the title was fulfilled. 
Once again we have to thank Bryan for making 

the evening go along without a break.  Just what 
we expected from him”.  (Ian, you’re too kind). 

Several of you asked me about the use of essen-

tial oils to treat Varroa.  I have not used them my-

self but I did publish an article in the Yorkshire 

BKA Newsletter several years ago that described 
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their use in America.  I have reprinted the 

Newsletter and have copies available for all 

who would like a copy.  I make no claims for 

efficacy of the treatment for I know no more 

than you can read in the article. 

N ext Month’s meeting is on Saturday the 

18th of March and will be another Micros-

copy session.  Between now and then it should be 

possible for you to collect a sample of dead Varroa 

mites from your colonies.  If you take mites from 

more than one colony do keep them separate and 

clearly mark each sample so you know which hive 

they came from.  Those of you using mesh floors 

should simply fix a sheet of plywood beneath the 

floor so that any mites falling through can be col-

lected and stored.  Store them in (say) a film canis-

ter in the refrigerator until they are required.  We 

can then examine them during the March meeting 

to see if they were killed or bitten by the bees in an 

effort to be rid of the menace.  There is evidence of 

bees beginning to destroy mites and we will only 

find such colonies if we look for them.  Having 

found them we will then endeavour to breed from 

them and possibly, in the long term, do away with 

the use of any chemical treatment. 

F rom our foreign correspondent: 

Norman Bell, one of our members, is unable 

to get to all of our meetings due to business com-

mitments abroad.  However we have received the 

following interesting note from him; 
“Just to let you know that I am currently working in 
Tripoli, Libya, where, as you are probably aware, 
Beekeeping is a relatively significant commercial 
activity, and interest in it is very high, with some 
shops selling nothing but honey, different varieties 
being used to treat different Medical conditions.  
Two or three Libyan colleagues have family mem-
bers who keep bees, and I hope to get a chance to 
visit some Apiaries in the fullness of time. 
Maureen and my bees are currently being looked 
after by a nephew on the Moors, but we hope to 
resume active membership in a couple of years. 
Happy New Year.” 

The above note came via Sal Mancina and I have 

asked if Norman can be persuaded to send an 

occasional missive to include in our Newsletter.  

It would be interesting for instance to hear how 

they deal with the problem of Varroa. 

T here’s still time to enrol for the North of 
England Beekeeper’s Convention to be held 

at Grey College, Durham during the weekend of 
the 25th and 26th of March.  Do try to attend, it’s 
the Golden Jubilee year and we are hoping to get a 
bumper turnout.  As it’s the Golden Jubilee of the 
event it is being held over two days with a practical 
skep making session on the Sunday.  The numbers 
are limited so do book early.  If you require any 
information, booking form etc please see me.  Last 
date for booking is the 17th of March. 

T hanks must go to all of you who wrote to 
your MP’s last year expressing your strong 

disapproval of the proposal to cut the Bee Inspec-
tion Service.  It looks as though your efforts along 
with those of the BBKA have paid off, at least for 
the time being.  I have a strong feeling that the 
change of mind by the government is only tempo-
rary and that efforts to get beekeepers to recognise 
diseases in their colonies will increase.  That is how 
it should be, but sadly few beekeepers go on to 
study for even the Basic Examination let alone a 
higher qualification.  Under those circumstances 
the ‘Men from the Ministry’, though thin on the 
ground, are still required.  Any of you that have 
kept bees for a year or more can apply to take the 
Basic Examination now, it is not difficult but is the 
first step to understanding what we do and why we 
do it.  A course of study leading to the Basic As-
sessment will start on the first Thursday in May at 
Houghall College, Durham.  You never know for 
after a period of study you too may be able to be-
come one of the  ‘Men from the Ministry.’ 

I t’s now Saturday morning prior to our Febru-
ary meeting.  The sun is shining out of a 

nearly clear sky but it’s very cold out there just as it 
has been for many days recently.  I have seen bees 
flying from four of my five colonies and that’s not 
too bad for mid winter.  With a wonderful show of 
snowdrops and many more early flowers about to 
open spring is clearly on the way. 

K indest regards to you all, 

------------------------------------------------------------| |----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Secretary; Ian Brown, 48, Thames Avenue, Guisborough, TS14 8AF.   Tel: 01287 632851 

Meetings held, from September to April, in Lingfield Farm, Countryside Centre, Middlesbrough, on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7.15pm 

Newcomer’s are welcome. 
 

BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES 
Allan, Tony & Richard Jefferson; 

Tel. 01947 840723 or Tel/Fax 01947 893811 
Email:- tony@stoneleabees.wanadoo.co.uk 

Stonelea Apiaries, 1, Dalehouse Bank, Staithes, 
Cleveland. TS13 5AN. 

Suppliers of all beekeeping equipment. 
Honey bought and sold. 

It is easier to offer objections 

than it is to get busy. 

John R. Allen 
LONGNEWTON GRANGE BEEKEEPERS SUPPLIES 
THE GRANGE, Phone:  01642 585896 

BACK LANE, Fax: 01642 585896 

LONGNEWTON, Home: 01642582460 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES. TS21 1BN Mobile: 07814 576785 

EMAIL: beekeepingsupplies@longnewton.fsworld.co.uk 

 

bryan@hateley.me.uk 


