
W as it that people just forgot that the March meeting was on 

a Saturday or that microscopy sounds too technical for 

some folks to bother with, for the turn-out was not very great.  What-

ever, it is a shame that so few turned up to witness what was a very 

interesting session.  The speaker was Keith Wallis from Richmond 

BKA.  He is a biology lecturer at a Durham County Comprehensive 

school as well as a beekeeper.  He brought 10/12 microscopes with 

him as well as various slides of bee and insect parts.  After an intro-

ductory session explaining the workings of microscopes and the ex-

amination of onion cells, we were shown some of the insect slides.  

There was also parcels of beehive debris, recently 

collected, to examine.  Several varroa mites were 

found as well as wax moth larva.  To see such 

creatures under a microscope is to be looking into 

a different world.  The mouth-parts of the varroa is 

enough to frighten the life out of any bee, it’s little 

wonder they can do the damage they do.  No dam-

aged mites were seen though there was not suffi-

cient time to examine many of them.  A demon-

stration of examining bees for Acarine also 

showed a bee infected in the trachea on one side 

only—and what a mess it was too. 

It is possible to keep bees (many people do) with-

out ever bothering to ‘look’ for diseases, though it 

must be accepted that there will then be many 

losses from several ‘unexplained’ reasons.  To un-

derstand some of the basics of disease recognition 

and to be able to intervene to overcome or alleviate 

any problem is to make your beekeeping more 

worthwhile, less frustrating, more profitable and 

infinitely more enjoyable.  It’s such a shame that 

the opportunity to raise standards, even to raise the 

profile of local beekeeping was grasped by so few 

of us. 

T his month our speaker is to be George 

Eames from the Durham BKA and he will 

be talking about the Basic Assessment, or in other 

words the Basic Examination.  Now is the time for 

Cleveland members who have not yet obtained the 

Basic qualification to be thinking seriously about it.  

The Basic Assessment examination is not difficult, 

it is entirely practical i.e. there’s no written paper, it 

takes about one hour and it is held locally.  I am 

convinced that there’s at least two or three CBKA 

members who are now sufficiently experienced to 

be able to pass this straightforward test.  Please 

think frankly and honestly and ask yourselves why 

you do not find the time to have a go.  Your bee-

keeping will mean more to you, and your friends 

and neighbours will be amazed at your new-found 

skill.  The examinations are arranged in ‘modules’ (I 

think there’s 9 of them) each of which may be taken 

separately after first obtaining the Basic qualifica-

tion.  The microscopy module is particularly interest-

ing and passing that one will enable you to check 

your own bees with some confidence and perhaps to 

help other members of our Association too.  If we 

had sufficient qualified members we would then 

have a good reason for purchasing our own micro-

scope.  Please see me for more details of the exam 

syllabus or have a chat with George in April. 

T he appalling long winter weather continues to 

prevent any of us attending to our bees or 

getting out into the garden.  I did think there was 

signs of improvement towards the end of March but 

it was not to be.  The frosty weather may have gone 

but we are now into rain and more rain and along 

with the winds it still makes beekeeping difficult.  

Bees are flying around mid-day and there may be the 

odd opportunity to open hives between the showers 

but do watch for the wind, your bees hate it.  I am 

told by my local farmer that everything is a month or 

more behind what it should be at this time of the 

year, but “it will pick up”.  That’s optimism indeed 

and arable crops may do that, but I just question 

whether our bees are capable of making up for such 

lost time. 

O nce more a reminder for your Diary:   Bill 

and Judy Wilkinson have kindly offered to 

fill the gap in our programme for the month of May 

this year.  The meeting will be on Saturday the 13th 

at Staindale Lodge, Picton starting at 2.30pm.  The 

subject will be ‘Tackling the Swarming Instinct’ and 

the demonstrator will be Rob Andrews.  Please 

‘phone 01642 701006 nearer the date to let Bill and 

Judy know you are going. 

I f you have not done so already, now is the time 

to put all the summer meeting dates into your 

diary.  May 13th, June 17th, July 22nd and August 

19th are all CBKA summer meetings, while 16th of 
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September is the Stokesley Show.  July 22nd is the 

Cleveland show and in addition to all of you enter-

ing the honey show, and we’re looking forward to 

that, you can also volunteer to help out on the show 

stand during the day.  Help is required on the eve-

ning prior to the show to erect the show stand and 

during the day of the show to talk to the many 

members of the public who are always so interested 

in what we have to tell them.  Please see our Show 

Secretary, Dorothy Mathews, or ‘phone her (01325 

483219) to say how you can help.  Dorothy will be 

distributing schedules for the Cleveland Show in 

the next few weeks. 

I have sent for copies of the schedule for the 

Stokesley Show and will see that you get them in 

good time to enter, but do note that the entry forms 

for Stokesley must be submitted some 20 days be-

fore the show date i.e. (approx) 28th of August. 

N ow is also the time to be thinking about our 

programme for next year; no it’s not too 

early for good speakers are in short supply and are 

booked up early by the various beekeeping associa-

tions.  Don’t leave it to others, do your bit in deciding 

who we should invite and what topics we should have 

them talk about.  Why not have a go yourselves, we 

all had to start somewhere, tell us how you started, 

why you started, how you make your own hives, how 

you extract your honey, how you extract your wax 

etc.  Tell us about any meeting you have been to out-

side CBKA area and what you gained from it.  Read 

one of our books and comment on it, you might even 

encourage others to read as well. 

S everal CBKA Members went to the Northern 

Beekeepers Convention held at Grey College, 

Durham in late March and from all accounts they had 

a ‘grand day out’.  Ian Craig is one of Scotland’s 

foremost experts on practical beekeeping with over 

55 years of practical beekeeping behind him, but he 

was also a college lecturer and that fact came through 

loud and clear.  His two talks were concise and to the 

point with some excellent comments on preparing 

honey for sale and for show. 

Norman Carrick is a scientist working at Rothamstead 

on the study of bee diseases and pollen ecology.  The 

recent history of how Rothamstead came into being 

was very interesting and I could not help but think 

what a wonderful place Rothamstead is to working in.  

It was clear that not all research work is 100% suc-

cessful but the fact that it can yield some surprises 

makes it all the more interesting.  It was patently ob-

vious that bee diseases are still with us, are likely to 

get worse and that we should be in a position to  

recognise them and to treat them.  A thoroughly en-

joyable programme with many people asking for 

more of the same in future.  Next year the Convention 

will be held over the week end of the 17th/18th of 

March, note the date in your diary now. 

T he Beekeeping Course at Houghall run by 

Durham Beekeepers begins on the first Thurs-

day in May 2006.  This is designed as a basic training 

course in beekeeping but those with only a years ex-

perience who have perhaps not had the benefit of a 

training course might feel they would benefit from it.  

The course is FREE.  A certificate is usually awarded 

noting the students' successful completion of the 

course.  For information as to enrolment please con-

tact either George Eames, who is Durham's Secretary, 

23 Lancashire Drive, Belmont. Durham DH1 2DE. or 

telephone 0191-334573 (before 12noon) – or Trevor 

Green, the apiary manager and course tutor, 9a, High 

Street, High Shincliffe, Durham, DH1 2PN, Tel 0191-

3868851 

S adly the coach trip to Thornes in July has had 

to be cancelled due to lack of support.  Folks 

wishing to go to the Open Day by car are perfectly 

free to do so. 

T his publication of the CBKA Newsletter 
marks the end of twenty years of Newsletters.  

First published in September 1996 when Varroa had 
not even been heard of, it says 1996 had been an aw-
ful autumn on the heather, you were told to feed and 
feed well, to unite all your weak colonies and to pro-
tect them against the ingress of mice.  I said that ven-
tilation was important to prevent the build-up of 
mould on the outer combs and that hives should not 
be stood under overhanging trees.  But things don’t 
change very much - I asked for comments and news 
items and I am still asking.  That’s life. 

Kindest regards to you all, may your only problem 

be too much summer honey. 

------------------------------------------------------------| |----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Secretary; Ian Brown, 48, Thames Avenue, Guisborough, TS14 8AF.   Tel: 01287 632851 

Meetings held, from September to April, in Lingfield Farm, Countryside Centre, Middlesbrough, on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7.15pm 

Newcomer’s are welcome. 
 

BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES 
Allan, Tony & Richard Jefferson; 

Tel. 01947 840723 or Tel/Fax 01947 893811 
Email:- tony@stoneleabees.wanadoo.co.uk 

Stonelea Apiaries, 1, Dalehouse Bank, Staithes, 
Cleveland. TS13 5AN. 

Suppliers of all beekeeping equipment. 
Honey bought and sold. 

If you’re not mature enough 

to take criticism, you’re too 
immature for praise. 

John R. Allen 
LONGNEWTON GRANGE BEEKEEPERS SUPPLIES 
THE GRANGE, Phone:  01642 585896 

BACK LANE, Fax: 01642 585896 

LONGNEWTON, Home: 01642582460 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES. TS21 1BN Mobile: 07814 576785 

EMAIL: beekeepingsupplies@longnewton.fsworld.co.uk 

 

bryan@hateley.me.uk 

Alphabetical Beekeeping  Copied from the Honey Association’s WebSite 

A is for.. Apis the Latin name for bees. Z is the sound made by bees' wings which beat 11,400 times per minute   


