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members) so we must affiliate to another group.
Membership of BBKA is essential and even obliga-
tory if we are to obtain the benefits of Association,
particularly the insurance cover.

To obtain that Association with BBKA we elected
to form an alliance with Durham Beekeepers Asso-
ciation, but in name only. Durham BKA will sim-
ply be an umbrella group to administer the CBKA
affiliation to BBKA. Durham Beekeepers will not
interfere with CBKA in any way. No Durham
member has ever solicited our membership. We
will be able to participate in any Durham activity
and they may joinin ours. Affiliation to Durham
will be at Minimum cost to us; afigure of £20-00
per annum has been suggested, as distinct from the
£200-00 we have been paying Y orkshire. In other
words CBKA will savealot of money. (It hasal-
ready enabled us to announce an immediate reduc-
tion of £5-00 per head in our subscriptions.)

There will not be any obvious short or long term
change to Cleveland BKA.

Durham’s Education facilities are very good and
we have compl ete access to them. It isworth not-
ing too that we are closer to Durham than to Y ork.
York is 56 miles from Middlesbrough, Durham is
only 28.

It must be said that there is no problem with the
YBKA associations or their members, for there are
many excellent beekeepers among them. Cleve-
land BKA will do al it can to maintain afriendly,
close, working relationship with them all.

hat a superb autumn we are having, very

mild days and nights with no frostsin
sight so far (8th November). The trees and wood-
lands have never looked so good, there are queen
wasps and butterflies on the wing and our bees are
flying as though it’s mid-summers day, and manag-
ing to bring back lots of pollen too. But thereis
probably asting in thetale, it'snot al good news,
for they almost certainly still have alot of brood
and it will be consuming alot of food. Brood con-
sumes food at an amazing, almost alarming rate at
any time of the year but at thistime of the year the
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fter many years of questions, discussion and debate as to why
we have to be members of the Y orkshire Beekeepers Associa-
tion we have finally decided, at the October AGM, to cut the ties that
held us there; we are now on our own.
The only reason for being tied to Y BKA was to obtain the indirect
affiliation to the British Beekeepers Association. There was simply
. no other logical reason for being so tied, for we are an autonomous
» group determining our own path in every respect.
We are not alarge enough group to apply for direct membership of
British Beekeepers Association, (there has to be a minimum of 100

adult bees will also befeeding. They are al feed-
ing on the stores that normally, at thistime, are put
away for winter. It can only mean one thing—the
winter stores are being used up early. | have open
mesh floors on al my hives and each hive sitson a
concrete slab. | can see aline of cappingsfalling
on the concrete beneath each frame where the bees
arefeeding. My hives are heavy and | have no fear
for the present, but | am quite certain that | shall
give each colony afeed of candy early in the New
Y ear—be warned.
have received the following note from John
Annett of Harrogate & Ripon Beekeepers:
Subject; Microscopy Course
“We are running a microscopy coursein Harro-
gate next year on 7 Saturday mornings between
January and September starting on 14 January.
The fee will be £30. Microscopes will be available
but it will be necessary to buy some equipment.
A few places are still available and priority will be
given to those who will take the BBKA Module 9
exam which will be arranged in October at the end
of the course. If you have anybody who isinter-
ested, would they please give me a ring on 01423
872715 for further details.”
ast month | mentioned the success achieved by
Alan Jefferson and family in the honey show at
Apimondiain Ireland. Littledid | know at the time
that we also had two more successful entriesin the
Honey Cake class. Rob and Beryl
Andrews received a silver medal for their plain
honey cake and were
highly commended for
their honey fruit cake.
Congratulations to
both of them. What is
more they have given
us the recipes too:-

Plain honey cake:-
250gms self-raising
flour, 200gms honey, 125gms butter or margarine, Two
eggs, pinch of salt.
Method; Mix the butter or margarine with the honey
until creamy. Add the eggs one by one and mix thor-
oughly. Mix the salt with the sieved flour and fold into




the eggs/honey/butter mixture.

Bakein a 17-20cm. circular tin, lined with greaseproof
paper, for 1-1.5 hours in a hot oven. Gas Mk 4, Electric
180°C (350°F).

Fruit Honey Cake
250gms self-raising flour, 200gms honey, 125gms butter

or margarine, 200gms sultanas, two eggs, pinch of salt.
Method; Mix the butter or margarine with the honey
until creamy. Add the eggs one by one and mix thor-
oughly. Mix the salt with the sieved flour and fold into
the eggs/honey/butter mixture. Finally add the fruit.
Bakein a 17-20cm circular tin, lined with grease-proof
paper, for 1-1.5 hoursin a hot oven. Gas Mk4, Electric
180°C (350°F).
Roger has sent me the following informa-
tion regarding the Christmas social
evening:-
“Just to let you know that | have arranged for our Xmas So-
cial Evening to be at "'THE DOG & GUN INN'. Location
POTTO (Just South of Hutton Rudby near the A19). Date
Monday, 19th December (as Calendared) 7pm. Thereisa
good choice on the menu. Cost £22 per head. Suggest col-
lect a £5 deposit to secure places” .
Please make you arrangements with Roger.
Iso | have the following information from

lan Copinger at Durham BKA:-
“The Beekeeping Course at Houghall begins on the first
Thursday in May 2006. Thisis designed as a basic training
course in beekeeping but those with only a years experience
who have perhaps not had the benefit of a training course
might feel they would benefit fromit. The courseis FREE.
A certificate is usually awarded noting the students' success-
ful completion of the course. For information asto enrolment
please contact either George Eames, who is Durham's Secre-
tary, 23 Lancashire Drive, Belmont. Durham DH1 2DE. or
telephone 0191-334573 before 12noon. — or Trevor Green,
the apiary manager and course tutor, 9a, High Street, High
Shincliffe, Durham, DH1 2PN, Tel 0191-3868851.
It might of course be more practical if one of the committee
gathered the names up and contacted one of them with a bun-
dle rather than lots of people ringing individually.
This courseisin fact run and financed by Houghall through a
grant from a fund for non-contributory training courses and
isadvertised generally. Thiscourseisrun entirely through
and by Durham BKA. It isalso FREE to Members of Cleve-
land BKA who are most welcome to join” .
am asked by Philip, our Treasurer, to remind

you that your subscriptions for the next year
aredue now. Asmentioned earlier thereisareduc-
tion of £5.00 to anew figure of £15.00 if paid be-
fore the end of December, but £16.00 if paid
later—and it’ s not often that we get reduced rates
these days.

ext years Programme is being issued with

this Newsletter and you will see that we
have taken on board your requests for another Mi-
Croscopy session, an evening on honey extraction, a
talk on the Basic Exam (now called Basic Assess-
ment because the word ‘exam’ frightens people)
and avisit to Thornes at Wragby on Saturday the
8th of July. Thevisit to Thornesistimed to coin-
cide with their Open day when you should be able
to purchase equipment at much reduced rates. No
coach company will give firm prices so far in ad-
vance, but it is expected to be about £16-00 per
head. We will hire a 16 seat mini-bus and if we
can't get sufficient Cleveland membersto go it will
be thrown open to other local Associations. | shall
be looking for firm commitmentsin the New Y ear.

\/\/qe have purchased two excellent new
books for our library, ‘ Pollen—The Hid-

den Sexuality of Flowers' and ‘ The Honeybee In-
side Out’. Thetitlestell you what they are about
but in no way do they explain the details contained
within each book. | quote from another review of
the ‘Pollen’ book in The Beekeepers Quarterly:

“ S0, prepare a large space on a stable table,
preferably wher e the book can safely remain for
some time, chose a comfortable chair and prepare
yourself for a feast of huge, remarkable images and
a compulsively fascinating explanation of the sci-
ence of the structure and function of pollen”.

Need | say more. The Honeybee Inside Out is
also afascinating book with some of the best line
drawings of bee anatomy that | have ever seen.
For those of you interested in finding out how
the honeybee ticksit’s an essential work, for
those of you wishing to take the beekeeping ex-
ams it’s positively indispensable.

he weather has now turned cold (19th

November), leave your bees alone—cold
weather won't hurt them but disturbance could
kill them. Just think of all the other bugsit’'s
killing.

Kindest regards to you all,

Living on earth may be expensive
but it includes an annual freetrip

round the sun.
Ashleigh Brilliant

bryan@hateley.me.uk
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Secretary; lan Brown, 48, Thames Avenue, Guisborough, TS14 8AF. Tel: 01287 632851
Meetings held, from September to April, in Lingfield Farm, Countryside Centre, Middlesbrough, on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7.15pm
Newcomer’s are welcome.

BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
Allan, Tony & Richard Jefferson;

Tel. 01947 840723 or Tel/Fax 01947 893811
Email:- tony@stoneleabees.wanadoo.co.uk
Stonelea Apiaries, 1, Dalehouse Bank, Staithes,
Cleveland. TS13 5AN.

Suppliers of all beekeeping equipment.

Honey bought and sold.

John R. Allen

LONGNEWTON GRANGE BEEKEEPERS SUPPLIES
THE GRANGE,

BACK LANE,

LONGNEWTON,
STOCKTON-ON-TEES, TS21 1BN
EMAIL:

Phone: 01642 585896

Fax: 01642 585896
Home: 01642582460
Mobile: 07814 576785

beekeepingsupplies@longnewton.fsworld.co.uk




