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e are now well into December and the mild weather con-

tinues;
end of November was the winter then that will do for me, but | sus-
pect | am being alittle optimistic. Beeswere flying quite well on
the 7th of December and bringing home loads of pollen. There's
clearly activity within the hives for, with the wire mesh floors fitted,
there’ slots of debris showing on the ground beneath them al. Bees
bringing in pollen clearly indicates that there is brood in the hive for,
as pollen cannot be stored for long, it must be being used by bees or
brood. Pollen is stored by our bees for long term use by being
sealed over with honey in order to preserveit. Thistime of the year

thereis very little nectar available with which our
bees can produce honey to help preserve pollen, so
we can only conclude that it’s being consumed by
any young bees and by larva as brood food. Y oung
bees continue to consume pollen for approximately
thefirst 8/10 days of life after emergence to ensure
glandular development and final internal growth.
Brood food is made of part pollen and is produced
by the adult bees to feed larvathat may be present
at any time of the year. “At any time of the year” -
yes, hives recently knocked over by cattle getting
into an apiary had several frames of brood in spite
of the cold weather; though perhaps the mild au-

tumn helped.
\/\ihat asuper night we had in November at
our first honey show. It was good to see

so many entries from alot of members. The stan-
dard was high and the quality of some of the entries
was excellent. | simply haveto ask if we should do
thisevery year? | do know that some associations
hold their honey show on the same night as their
AGM—now there' sanidea, it would liven up the
night. Please let me know what you think about it.
Here' sthelist of winners:
Light Honey, 1st, Unal Metti

2nd, Una Metti

3rd, JohnLaw
Medium/Dark Honey,

1st, lan Brown

2nd, Una Metti

3rd, Kevin Nelson
Soft set/Granulated Honey,

1st, Dot Mathews & Len Mutton

2nd, Dot Mathews & Len Mutton

3rd, Una Metti
Heather Honey,
1st, Tom Rettig
2nd, Philip Staniland
3rd, JohnLaw
Cut Comb,
1st, Philip Staniland
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and long may it be so. If theice and snow at the

2nd, Philip Staniland
3rd, Dot Mathews & Len Mutton
Frame of Honey,
1st, Dot Mathews & Len Mutton
2nd, Dot Mathews & Len Mutton
3rd, Bill Wilkinson
Beeswax, 1st, Tom Rettig

Honey Cake, 1st, Roger Chappel

(Therewasn’t really a class for ahoney cake, but as
it tasted so good we'll let Roger get away with it
thistime.) So showing is not so difficult after all.
Congratulations to all our winners and to al who

Lots of entries, with the judge
testing the bouquet of ajar of honey.

participated. Do let this be the beginning of a new
wave of members who, from now on will take part
in the Cleveland Show and, | stress again, the
Stokesley Show. Do remember that public Honey
Shows are our shop window, a means of advertis-
ing our ‘sport’, with every possibility of recruiting
new members.

he October issue of BBKA News, page 5,

tells us that “Roger Dewhurst from West
Cornwall BKA has been identifying and selectively
breeding from colonies showing the ability to at-
tack and damage Varroamites.” The ‘carapace’ of
the mitesis bitten indicating that it has been caused
by the bees mandibles and not by any invading in-
sect such asawoodlice. (The carapace isthe bony
plate round the edge of the mite.) The damageis
only visible through alens of at least x10 magnifi-
cation or amicroscope. How many of our bees



may be doing the same without our knowledge?
We have a microscopy session next March and it
will be interesting to see if any one of us has bees
that are damaging/killing mites. | suggest that, in
about mid January, those of you who have wire
mesh floors fitted, should put a board benesath it to
catch the debris from the hive and then to gather up
the dead Varroa mites. 35mm Film canisters make
ideal storage containers and they take up little
space in afridge until they are needed. Mark the
containers with the colony number and keep the
mites from the different colonies separate so that
each colony can be identified. They can then be
examined under a microscope next March to see if
any damageis present. Beesthat destroy mites
within the colony are exactly what we want to en-
courage and to breed from. How will we ever
know if we don’t look?
On that scoreit is significant that at least two feral
colonies that | am familiar with are still surviving
many years after the onset of Varroa. Both arein
almost totally inaccessible places but both manage
to swarm at least once each year. | collect the
swarms most years from one of the colonies and,
when | check them, they are infested with Varroa
though the parent colony seemsto survive. It has
never occurred to meto look for damage to any
mites, though | guess that most of the damaged
mites are left behind dead in the original location.
Finally, on this subject, | was very pleased to see
that | had hardly any Varroain my coloniesas|
closed them up for winter. | have only used Formic
acid and, so far, it seems to be atotal success.
ext years programme starts in January with
asession on “Varroa; How we deal with

it”. Itisachance for each one of usto say just
what we do to keep our bees as healthy as possible
in the battle with this deadly mite. Do come and
tell us how you successfully deal with it.

nclosed with this Newsletter is the order

form for your wax, jars and Apistan for next
year. Do not delay in returning it for thereisonly
one chance to purchase these items at the reduced
price. Late forms cannot be considered, they must
be in Kevins hands by the 31st of January complete
with acheque. Notethat all chequesto be made
payableto LGBS. Notetoo that items from Thor-
nes catalogue may be ordered at the same time and
will aso be discounted.

y now you will al have received your pro-
gramme for next year. You will see that
we have responded to your request to arrange atrip
to Thornes and it has been fixed for their Open Day
inJuly. Local coach companiestell usthat it will
cost approximately £16-00 per head for a 16 seater
minibus (they will not quote afirm price at this
time due to the variable cost of fuel). They all say
that July is abusy time of the year and that if we
are interested we must book early. | shall be look-
ing for afirm commitment and (say) £5-00 deposit
at the February meeting. In the event of insuffi-
cient folks from Cleveland filling the bus it will be
thrown open to other local Associations. Please let
me know soon if you are interested.
remind you all again that it's the Golden Ju-
bilee year of The North of England Bee-
keeper’'s Convention in 2006. It will be heldin
Grey College, Durham and to celebrate the 50
years the Convention will be held over two days
during the weekend of March the 25" & 26™. The
programme is attached to this Newsletter. You
will seethat it includes a practical Skep Making
session. Numbers for the skep making session are
very limited so you must reserve your place early.
Note that there is a discounted price for people
booking before the end of the year.
leveland do it again. Once more we came
out winners of the Inter-association quiz
held each year at Houghall College, Durham. What
agrand night it was with the opportunity once more
to meet people from Newcastle, Durham, Rich-
mond and Hexham BKA'’s. Unfortunately Hexham
did not make it this year though I know not why.
The quiz has been running for 14 years and we see
most of these people just once a year but the friend-
ship and fellowship is as strong as ever. Long may
it continue. Specia thanks go to Judy and Bill
Wikinson for arranging the quiz and to lan and Pat
Copinger for organising/supplying the splendid re-
freshments. Thanks too to all who attended.
inally al the very best for Christmas and the
New Y ear to every one of you , may Father
Christmas bring you all you could wish for.

"Love is what®in the room with you
at Christmasif you stop opening
presents and listen.”

Bobby - age 5

bryan@hateley.me.uk
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Secretary; lan Brown, 48, Thames Avenue, Guisborough, TS14 8AF. Tel: 01287 632851
Meetings held, from September to April, in Lingfield Farm, Countryside Centre, Middlesbrough, on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7.15pm
Newcomer’s are welcome.

BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
Allan, Tony & Richard Jefferson;

Tel. 01947 840723 or Tel/Fax 01947 893811
Email:- tony@stoneleabees.wanadoo.co.uk
Stonelea Apiaries, 1, Dalehouse Bank, Staithes,
Cleveland. TS13 5AN.

Suppliers of all beekeeping equipment.

Honey bought and sold.

John R. Allen

LONGNEWTON GRANGE BEEKEEPERS SUPPLIES
THE GRANGE, Phone: 01642 585896
BACK LANE, Fax: 01642 585896
LONGNEWTON, Home: 01642582460
STOCKTON-ON-TEES. TS21 1BN Mobile: 07814 576785
EMAIL: beekeepingsupplies@longnewton.fsworld.co.uk




