
 

T here’s just a week to go to the next meeting and today someone 
said to me that “ the weather must settle down some-time” , for 

today has been cold and quite windy once more, too cold to open bees 
in comfort.  I have never believed in opening up bees too early in the 
year to examine brood for once chilled brood takes a long time to re-
cover.  There no advantage in opening too soon for if anything is 
wrong what can you do about it.  Heft your hives and if they are short 
of food feed them and that can be done without taking out a single 
frame.  I did open mine on a very warm day last Sunday, for the first 
time this year, and was quite pleased with what I found.  I have three 

hives and a nucleus.  Two of the hives had 7/8 frames 
of brood, lots of bees and food and were thriving.  
The third hive had clearly replaced its queen late last 
year, for the marked queen that went to the moors 
was no longer there.  The new queen had not success-

fully mated at the end of 
last year and was a 
‘drone layer’  - four 
frames of drone brood 
along with a consider-
able number of drones.  
I have taken out the 
queen and disposed of 
her and removed the 

drone brood frames.  I then inserted a frame of eggs 
and brood from one of the other two hives and am 
hoping they will raise a new queen to replace the one 
I removed.  I shall check in two or three days time.  
The nucleus was also doing well with three good 
frames of brood.  I removed all the old comb from the 
hives and replaced it with drawn comb saved from 
last year and I gave them the (still) wet honey frames 
from last year’s heather extraction.  With the rape in 
flower round here ( it first flowered on the 31st of 
March) the bees will build the frames up and store 
rape honey very quickly (weather permitting). 

M embers who failed to turn up to last 
months meeting missed a treat, it’s per-

haps best described by Sal Mancina who sent me 
the following note:- 

“ Last months meeting was a little different to the 
usual format. Sixteen of us gathered on a Saturday 
morning instead of the usual Monday evening to be 
greeted with our meeting room set up with half a 
dozen or so microscopes.  Keith Wallis of Rich-
mond BKA had organised the microscopes, clean 
glass slides and some prepared samples for our 
use.  With two or three people per microscope there 
was ample opportunity for everyone to take part in 
the practical exercises led by Keith.  After the first 
views of samples of newsprint under three different 
strengths of magnification, we quickly moved on to 

preparing our first slides.  After cutting up an on-
ion we were shown how to remove a piece of the 
very thin skin which separates the thick layers of 
the flesh.  Keith demonstrated how to prepare a 
slide with a piece of the skin and then pointed out 
the various features that could be seen under the 
microscope, and how staining the sample with io-
dine enhanced the view of the onion skin cells.  We 

then examined some 
pre-prepared slides 
of very thin slices 
through a bees head 
and sting.  Some 
people had brought 
in a number of dead 
bees, some pollen 
and general debris 
from a hive bottom, 

and the next exercises had people carefully dissect-
ing the bees to produce slides of wings, legs and 
heads; our familiar bees turned into monsters un-
der the microscope!  We also found a Varroa mite 
to look at, and examined a bees thorax which re-
vealed breathing tubes badly affected by tracheal 
mites.  Grains of pollen appeared like smooth, 
nearly spherical grains of sand with no distinguish-
ing features.  Keith explained how the outer casing 
would need to be washed away in alcohol and the 
grains rehydrated in water and glycerine before 
they would reveal the characteristic shapes differ-
entiating pollen grains from different plants.  It was 
a very interesting session which seemed to fly by, 
and our thanks go to Keith for giving up his Satur-
day morning to take us through the exercises and 
bringing in the equipment and samples for us to 
use” . 
And from Ian Brown we have this note:- 
“Saturday Morning Lecture 
On your behalf I have written to Keith Wallis thank-
ing him for giving up a glorious Saturday morning 
to talk and show us the technique of using a micro-
scope.  He provided us with enough microscopes to 
share between two members.  He started with divid-
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ing an onion into sections and using the thin mem-
branes that separate the onion pieces from each 
other as a specimen.  This membrane was posi-
tioned onto a slide, a drop of iodine was dripped 
onto the membrane, this reacts with the starch in the 
onion and makes the specimen easier to see.  I 
gather that this is a well used practice, we were all 
amazed we could see the cell formations so well.  
We then went onto more complicated slides, bee 
wings for example. 
Bryan had brought along his own dissecting micro-
scope and prepared one of my bees to look down its 
thorax.  Unfortunately for me he found that the bee 
had acarine, an infestation of the traceae by mites.  
I have on order an evaporator and Formic acid, so 
I am prepared to treat my bees. 
Fifteen members attended along with a new mem-
ber Julian Gaskin.  I believe everyone enjoyed the 
mornings activities and certainly learned some-
thing, I did” . 

I  have a note from Tony Jefferson regarding a 
Sale of bees and beekeeping equipment to be 

held later this month, it reads as follows:- 
“ Auction of Bees and Beekeeping equipment on be-
half of Mr Tommy Hutchinson, owing to ill health 
after keeping bees for over 70 years. 
Sale on Wednesday 27th April at 6.00pm. 
Sale at, Keeper’s Cottage, Nr Ingleby Greenhowe, 
Stokesley.  Viewing from 4-00pm. 
The sale is in conjunction with Whitby and District 
Beekeepers Association. 
Auctioneer Mr Phillip Price. 
Further details can be obtained from Allan Jeffer-
son 01947 840723 or Tony Jefferson 07749 731945. 
Bees are mostly native black bee, 40 stocks all in-
spected and will be described with number of brood 
frames and treated with Apistan last autumn. 
Full payment to be made prior to removal of any 
item from site” . 

T his is the last reminder to all who wish to go 
to the Central Science Laboratory on the 

16th of May that I must have their application 
forms by the 29th of April.  Remember too that you 
must take veils and overalls with you as (weather 
permitting) we shall be looking at bees. 

D iary Notes:- Saturday 11th June is the 
YBKA Spring Field Day at Thrybergh 

Park, Doncaster, hosted by South Riding BKA.  
Theme; Queen Rearing.  Contact Monica Coates, 

Secretary on monica.coates@talk21.com or tele-
phone 01709 548700. 

 

12th/14th July, Great Yorkshire Show at Harrogate. 
 

Rob Andrews Weekend Beginners Beekeeping 
Course will be at "Nature©s World", Acklam, Mid-
dlesbrough.  The dates are 7th & 8th May, 10 00am 
to 3.00pm each day and the cost will be £25.00.  
Phone 01642 781639 for details. 

A ny time now we shall be faced 
with bees swarming - be pre-

pared.  Have a ‘bait hive’  set up in 
your apiary ready to receive any 
swarm that comes your way.  For 
many years I have placed a nucleus 
hive at a high level and in most 
years it has caught at least one 
swarm.  Put a couple of old brood 
frames into the nuc. and place it 21/2 
to 3.0 metres (8/9 feet) above 
ground level.  It is the nearest ap-
proximation to a ‘hole in a tree’  that 

I can think of and that’s exactly where bees prefer to 
live.  Reduce the entrance of the nuc. to prevent blue tits 
gaining access. 

T he Nassenheider Evaporators are now available 
for folks that have not yet collected them.  I also 

take this opportunity of thanking John Law for collect-
ing and distributing the formic acid. 

I t’ s now Saturday afternoon (16th) and in spite of 
the cold wind and little sunshine I have quickly 

opened and closed the hive that should be raising a new 
queen.  I found many queen cells most of which I de-
stroyed and have left three that are about to be sealed.  I 
shall check again next Wednesday leaving only one and 
then leave it alone for at least four weeks to let the new 
queen get on with what new queens do best.  The new 
drones laid by the new queen’s mother should be ready 
to mate just at the right time.  It’ s not often we raise new 
queens at this time of the year. 

S till very wet and windy weather in mid April 
with very little opportunity for the bees to fly 

and gather early pollen or take advantage of the new 
rape; it must settle down soon. 

Kindest regards to you all, 

------------------------------------------------------------| |----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Secretary; Ian Brown, 48, Thames Avenue, Guisborough, TS14 8AF.   Tel: 01287 632851 

Meetings held, from September to April, in Lingfield Farm, Countryside Centre, Middlesbrough, on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7.15pm 
Newcomer’s are welcome. 

 

BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES 
Allan, Tony &  Richard Jefferson; 

Tel. 01947 840723 or  Tel/Fax 01947 893811 
Email:- tony@stoneleabees.wanadoo.co.uk 

Stonelea Apiaries, 1, Dalehouse Bank, Staithes, 
Cleveland. TS13 5AN. 

Suppliers of all beekeeping equipment. 
Honey bought and sold. 

John R. Allen 
LONGNEWTON GRANGE BEEKEEPERS SUPPLIES 
THE GRANGE, Phone:  01642 585896 
BACK LANE, Fax: 01642 585896 
LONGNEWTON, Home: 01642582460 
STOCKTON-ON-TEES. TS21 1BN Mobile: 07814 576785 
EMAIL: beekeepingsupplies@longnewton.fsworld.co.uk 

 

bryan@hateley.me.uk 

 

A Banker; ‘The person who lends you 
his umbrella when the sun is shining 
and wants it back the minute it rains’ .
  Mark Twain 


